
 

Tel: 01924 264240  Email: admin@highfield.wakefield.sch.uk  Web: www.highfield-school.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      5th June 2024 

 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils  

 

I am writing to inform you that we have a confirmed case of Scarlet Fever and Strep A.  

 

Below are a list of signs and symptoms of what to look out for:  

 

Scarlet Fever 

The signs and symptoms that give Scarlet Fever its name include: 

 

• Red rash. The rash looks like a sunburn and feels like sandpaper. It typically begins on the face or 

neck and spreads to the trunk, arms and legs. Pushing on the reddened skin makes it turn pale. 

• Red lines. The folds of skin around the groin, armpits, elbows, knees and neck usually become a 

deeper red than the other areas with the rash. 

• Flushed face. The face may appear flushed with a pale ring around the mouth. 

• Strawberry tongue. The tongue generally looks red and bumpy, and it's often covered with a 

white coating early in the disease. 

 

Signs and symptoms of Scarlet Fever can also include: 

 

• Fever of 100.4 F (38.0 C) or higher, often with chills 

• Very sore and red throat, sometimes with white or yellowish patches 

• Difficulty swallowing 

• Enlarged glands in the neck (lymph nodes) that are tender to the touch 

• Nausea or vomiting 

• Belly (abdominal) pain 

• Headache and body aches 

 

The rash and the redness in the face and tongue usually last about a week. After these signs and 

symptoms have gone away, the skin affected by the rash often peels. 

  

Group A Streptococcal Infection 

Group A Streptococcus (GAS) is a type of bacteria that can cause a broad range of infections and 

complications which vary from mild to severe. GAS is also known as Group A Strep, Strep A 

and Streptococcus pyogenes. 

 

Commonly, it causes throat infection (pharyngitis), tonsil infection (tonsillitis), scarlet fever, skin sores 

(impetigo) and skin infection (cellulitis). 

Rarely, it can cause serious, potentially life-threatening infections which are also known as invasive 

group A streptococcal disease (iGAS). 

Complications of GAS infection include kidney disease (glomerulonephritis) and acute rheumatic 

fever which can lead to skin, joint, heart (rheumatic heart disease) and brain problems. 

 

Symptoms of group A streptococcal infection 

Symptoms vary depending on the type of infection. 

Gawthorpe Lane    

Ossett    

West Yorkshire    

WF5 9BS 

 
 

Headteacher: 

Mrs R Thompson 

 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/tonsillitis
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/impetigo-school-sores
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/cellulitis
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/rheumatic-fever
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/rheumatic-fever
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/rheumatic-heart-disease
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Some people carry the bacteria in their respiratory tract or on their skin without symptoms or signs of 

infection. 

 

Streptococcal throat infection is also known as strep throat. 

 

Symptoms of throat infection (pharyngitis) and tonsil infection (tonsillitis) include: 

• sore, red throat or tonsils 

• pus on throat or tonsils 

• pain on swallowing 

• fever and chills 

• swollen and tender lymph nodes (glands) in the neck 

• vomiting, nausea and abdominal pain 

• headache and muscle aches 

• general feeling of unwell (malaise) 

• loss of appetite 

I sincerely hope you all remain well and please take care.  

 

Yours Sincerely  

 

Rebecca Thompson 

  

Head teacher  

 
 
 
 
 


