
Highfield School: Communication Overview 
  

Implementation 

Communication is delivered at Highfield through 
the following programmes: 

 

Intent 

Our communication curriculum focuses on 
supporting pupils as they develop both their 
social and academic communication, in line 

with their personal EHCP objectives. Highfield’s 
Total Communication approach facilitates 

learning that includes written, spoken, signed 
and body language as well as symbols and PECs 

and through technological resources. (AAC) 

Writing 
 Key words 
 Short functional phrases  
 Handwriting 
 Sentence work, including  Grammar 

and punctuation 
 Group writing activities 
 Fiction, non-fiction, and functional 

tasks 
 Poetry and rhyme 

Speaking and listening  
 Greeting and Responding 
 Making wishes known 
 Active listening and comprehension 
 Asking and answering questions 

(Blanks’ level) 
 Expanding on ideas (own and 

others) 

Reading 
 Key words and functional phrases  
 1-1, guided and group sessions 
 A love of reading is fostered by: 
 Weekly reading and recording  
 Literacy workshops / invited guests 
 Reading for meaning 
 Fiction, non-fiction and functional 

tasks 
 Poetry and rhyme. 

Accreditation 
 Entry Level Certificate: Entry Levels   

1, 2 & 3 
 Functional Skills: Entry Level 1, 2 & 3 

and Levels 1 & 2 

Teachers work closely with our Speech and Language specialists and our in-house communication team, centred on finding the right support for each pupil’s needs. 
Communication Passports are used to focus on the most appropriate strategies to support our cohort and ensure that the best possible progress is made. 

At Highfield we work to create motivated, competent, and engaged learners who can explore the world around them, solve problems and most of all communicate 
with confidence. Communication is at the heart of our whole curriculum, which is pupil centred, individualised and immersive. 

Communication 
 My Communication SOW 
 PECs and symbol support 
 Intensive Interaction 
 Makaton is our chosen system of 

sign language 
 Social Communication sessions 
 1:1 and small group Speech and 

language interventions 
 Social stories 
 Objects of Reference and story sacks 
 Call and Response Drama sessions 
 SMILE system 
 Colourful Semantics 


